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He knew that steel can be hardened if the right compositions
were cooled fast enough. So he mixed a very large number of
Al-alloys and quenched them at different rates. To his great
frustration many alloys became even softer the more rapidly
they were quenched. The saga of his discovery tells that Wilm
was a devoted researcher, but a man with other hobbies too.
He conducted many quenching experiments with Al-Cu-alloys
with small amounts of additional elements on a Saturday
morning. The sun was shining and so he remembered his other
hobby, interrupted his work and went out sailing on the Havel-

river for the whole weekend. On Monday morning, first
Alfred Wilm (1869—1937) hardness measurements, then tensile tests were resumed of the
quenched alloys. To his greatest astonishment, hardness had
increased considerably during the two days and so did the

R AY SEHHHARA : -
n B MR A 5 — tensile properties. from France-METALLURGIE
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